Welcome to the Against the Odds 2010 Annual. This year we have shoehorned in four designs on Hitler’s invasion
of the Soviet Union from four of today’s leading designers. To keep your blood pulsing, we have an iconoclastic
article that destroys many of the myths surrounding World War II on the Eastern Front. Add this to a bonus article
on the Abyssinian Expedition of 1868 and you hold in your hand one of today’s best wargaming values. Thanks
for buying Against the Odds and if you aren’t already a subscriber, join our ranks and see why we are one of the toprated wargame magazines in the industry.
											Andy Nunez
											Editor
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INTRODUCTION
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TA B L E O F

C O N T E N T S
OPERATION BARBAROSSA: FACT vs. MYTH . . . . . . . . . . . . 1
by Nigel Davies

Barbarossa was the greatest single offensive operation in the history of the world. An eventual 4.3 million Axis troops were
launched along an 1800 mile front in an attempt to smash the military potential and economic integrity of the biggest federation
on earth. Its goal was the conquest, in a single season, of the largest area of territory to fall since the decades-long campaigns of
the Mongol Khans. The cost of its initial successes, and eventual failure, was the most appalling casualty list ever recorded in a
single operation. Debates about Barbarossa stand in a class of their own for controversy and misunderstanding.
Hundreds of books have been written on the subject, many with obvious biases – particularly those by pro-Soviet propagandists.
So, most summaries available are highly confusing to read, with a number of apparently self-contradictory conclusions. The
populist mythology of Barbarossa is that it was a series of mistakes:
1. Hitler was mad to attempt it.

CODEWORD: BARBAROSSA - Rules of Play

by John Prados

2. Stalin was mad to ignore evidence that it was coming.

HITLER TURNS EAST - Rules of Play
by Ted S. Raicer

3. The attack only failed because of Hitler’s interference in the operations.

SLAUGHTERHOUSE - Rules of Play
by Michael Rinella

4. The attack was not compromised by the British intervention in the Balkans.

STRIKE THE BEAR - Rules of Play

5. The Soviets successfully traded space for time and were never in danger of total collapse.

by Roger Nord

6. The Soviets were only saved by “General Winter.”

MARCH to MAGDALA: ABYSSINIA 1868
by Roger Deal
THE NUMBERS FALLACY

by Nigel Davies
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7. The Wehrmacht had made no preparations for a winter campaign.
8. The Wehrmacht had vastly underestimated the opposition and never stood a chance.
9. Once they had survived the initial attack, the Soviet response would be overwhelming and inevitable.
There is an element of truth in each of these statements, as in most myths, but more that is vastly oversimplified, or just plain
wrong.
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